Notes
Thursday, June 18, 2020

Welcome – Jason Purnell
Jason began the meeting by reviewing the background of the RRT, which began by coordinating
efforts in response to COVID-19 with lead agencies, then moved to clusters of agencies focused on
critical needs, then worked on figuring out structure but pivoted to action and solution-oriented
focus with campaigns. Updates continue to be given over the weeks on work coordinated with the
unhoused, PPE, school feeding programs, etc. The RRT works to cut through any barriers to
efforts. A lot has been effective and successful so far.
We know that we have to respond to more than just the C19 pandemic which was already
disproportionately harming communities of color. We had already been hearing from the group
that a focus on racial equity needed to be front and center. Our conversation last week delved into
what that means, as well as what it means to center community voice. We’ve begun to unpack this.
The RRT members were invited to participate in roundtable discussions on Tuesday this week.
Jason stated that today’s meeting would continue to process the conversations from last week’s
meeting and the Tuesday’s roundtables. A map of what regeneration efforts look like will also be
given – as discussed – recovery is not enough.
Recap of Last Call and RRT Roundtables – Kelly Ferrara/Katie Kaufmann/Jason/ Monique
Thomas
Jason shared a PowerPoint called, “Response to Regeneration.”
The team was asked to:
•

•

Drop one word in the chat box to describe their reactions to last week’s RRT meeting.
Reaction words included: Authentic, real, valuable, humbling, honest, humbled, exhausted,
exhilarated, courageous, needed, necessary.
Drop a quick note in the chat box to describe reactions to the Tuesday Roundtables, and
any ideas as to how to create a sense of community within the RRT. Reactions included: A
good start, need for more African American community voices, appreciation for the
opportunity to connect and expand our focus, need for alignment.

Jason encouraged everyone to continue conversations in between our weekly meetings.
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RRT Response to Regeneration
Jason then shared a vision for the future of the RRT and asked for reactions to it:
“The St. Louis region will respond collaboratively, equitably, and effectively to the needs of the
most impacted in the context of the C19 pandemic and the long-standing pandemic of racial
injustice. And, it will emerge from this moment of crisis with a reimagined, resourced, and
broadly coordinated effort to achieve racially equitable outcomes.” The team responded with their
additions and Jason incorporated them into the following slide:

Jason noted there will be more opportunities to reflect on this vision, as well.
He then shared the Operating Principles and Commitments of the RRT, which was born out of
conversations had within the RRT and the principles laid out by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation in terms of health equity, which included aggregating data by race, ethnicity, and other
factors, having a focus team looking at and tracking racial equity, making sure the most affected
people are part of the decision making, addressing and identifying policy gaps, and investing in
healthcare, public health, and social infrastructure:
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Additions offered by the team were added on the following slide.

Jason then shared Considerations for the Future of the RRT, and a list of assets needed for
withstanding the predicted next wave of COVID-19.

•

Team members said we should make a point to call out the existing infrastructure that we
have in the sense of organizations who are part of this table.
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Jason noted that this list could also include homelessness prevention and housing stability. This
list includes things that the campaigns have been based around and coordinated work has been
successful.
Jason then presented a newer piece for development:

Finally, he offered this invitation to everyone:
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Some immediately expressed their acceptance to this invitation in the chat, such as United Way
and Operation Food Search.
Other Updates
Jason announced that the Federal Reserve Bank is offering an expansion of loans to nonprofit
organizations and they put out a press release and want public comments. The link to that is:
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200615b.htm.
Conclusion
Thanks to everyone for participating and for their insight and reactions.
Adjourn

5

